WAR   ON    THE    ITALIAN    FRONT
nised, dressed as a private, and hold councils with his Generals
in the evening/'
A little time before the Prince of Wales arrived in Italy,
Queen Mary had been told of King Emmanuel's daring and she
had charged a British officer going to Italy to ask him to be
more careful. The King's answer was like the plea of the Prince
of Wales to Lord Kitchener. "The Queen is very kind—very
kind. But what does it matter? I am but one link in a chain,
and if I am killed there is somebody younger and more able
to take my place. But thank the Queen. She is very kind.'*
The same British officer has said of the meeting between
the King and the Prince: "They were all the time warning
each other not to take risks. The King was afraid of the Prince's
daily habit of going too near the Austrian lines. When the
Prince went back to Italy again in 1918 to stay with the King
a second time, he broke away from all warnings and control
and flew over the Austrian trenches. The enemy aircraft were
stationed near the front and on hot, sunny days the Austrian
airmen would fly up into the sun's direct rays and swoop
down, with the protecting light behind them. On such a day
the Prince flew off with Barker, the Canadian airman, oves
the Austrian lines. The King was perturbed and almost angry.
But he was equally indiscreet: one day he went up to the
lines and sat under a tree to eat his luncheon. A shell exploded
and carried the tree away while the King was resting, after
his meal."
The Prince of Wales returned to England having made a
new friend. The line of Gymbeline, "Let a Roman and a Brit-
ish ensign wave friendly together," rang true again, for him.
In May 1916, the Prince again came under the command of
Lord Cavan when he was attached to the Fourteenth Corps
at Lovie Chateau. He remained during June and July, moving
with them to the battle of the Somme. By this time he was a
seasoned soldier. His experiences on the scattered fronts had
made him wiser, but they had also brought him grief. His
friend, Major Cadogan, had been killed early in the war. Dur-
ing the battle of Loos, in the autumn of 1915, he had come
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